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August 21, 2015 
 
Governor Jerry Brown 
State Capitol, Suite 1173 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Re: AB 30 (Alejo) – California Racial Mascots Act -- CO-SPONSOR 

SUPPORT 
 
Dear Governor Brown: 
 

On behalf of MALDEF (Mexican American Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund), I write to urge you to sign Assembly Bill 30 (Alejo), which 
would prohibit public schools in California from using the term “Redskins” as a 
school or athletic team name, mascot, or nickname.  MALDEF is proud to co-
sponsor this important legislation.  As a national civil rights legal organization 
with a mission that has, throughout the organization’s existence, included seeking 
to establish equal educational opportunity in public schools, MALDEF believes 
this legislation is an overdue step to eliminate one vestige of formal discrimination 
in California public schools.  

In a state with tremendous diversity, coupled with a regrettable history of 
racial prejudice, our schools must demonstrate even more sensitivity to the use of 
words and phrases derived from a too-long record of hate, bigotry, and violence. 
Once used to describe Native Americans scalps sold for a bounty, the R-word is no 
different than racial epithets, most now discredited from any use in legitimate 
discourse, targeted at other racial and ethnic groups.  Yet, in 2015, the R-word 
remains in use commercially by a professional franchise, and even as a mascot in 
public education settings. 

California must provide, under both federal and state law, a public 
education system that is free of bias toward any racial group.  Therefore, no school 
– regardless of any local sentimental, albeit misplaced, devotion to the epithet – 
has a cognizable interest in retaining a racially derogatory team name. Indeed, as 
the U.S. Supreme Court recognized long ago in Brown v. Board of Education, 
public schools have a particularly important role in uniting our nation by fostering 
positive intergroup relations and respect for all races and groups.  The elimination 
of public school mascots that demean and disrespect an entire racial population, 
including current students whose backgrounds include native ancestry, is essential 
to comply with the letter and spirit of long extant anti-discrimination protections.   
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Even those who would assert – contrary to all rational indications – that the R-word mascot is 
intended to honor a particular race, must recognize that since the enactment of Proposition 209 in 
1996, the California Constitution prohibits both discrimination and preferential treatment toward 
any racial group in public education.  

This legislation is long overdue.  California can no longer perpetuate the use of the R-
word in public school settings.  MALDEF urges you to support and approve AB 30.  Thank you 
in advance for your leadership on this important matter. 

Sincerely yours, 
 
 

 

Thomas A. Saenz 
President and General Counsel 
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