
 
 

HB 2730:  Bill Analysis 
 
Summary:   
 
HB 2730 severs off a portion of the Texas Thirteenth Court of Appeals district to create a new Anglo-majority 
district.  The bill violates the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965 by segregating Latino and Anglo voters into 
separate judicial districts and reducing Latino voters’ ability to elect their preferred candidates from six to three 
justices.  
 
Background:   
 
The Thirteenth Court of Appeals district is located along the Gulf Coast from Wharton and Matagorda counties 
in the north to Cameron and Hidalgo Counties in the South.  The district elects six justices and has a total 
population of 1,981,168. 
 
The current Thirteenth Court of Appeals district is Hispanic-majority.  The Hispanic citizen voting age 
population is 66% and the Spanish-surnamed voter registration is 63%. 
 
Currently, Latino voters have the opportunity to elect their candidate of choice to all six positions on the Court 
of Appeals. 
 
HB 2730:   
 
The bill carves out an Anglo-majority portion of the Thirteenth Court of Appeals district to create a separate 
district.  The new Thirteenth Court of Appeals would elect three justices to hear cases from that geographic 
area.  The new Thirteenth Court of Appeals would have a total population of 778,045.  The Hispanic citizen 
voting age population would be 46% and the Spanish-surnamed voter registration would be 41%.  Latino voters 
would not have the opportunity to elect their candidate of choice to the three positions in the new Thirteenth 
Court of Appeals district 
 
The bill re-names, as a Fifteenth Court of Appeals, the remaining portion of the Thirteenth district.  The new 
Fifteenth Court of Appeals would elect three justices to hear cases from that geographic area.  The new 
Fifteenth Court of Appeals would have a total population of 1,203,123.  The Hispanic citizen voting age 
population would be 84% and the Spanish-surnamed voter registration would be 82%.  Latino voters would 
have the opportunity to elect their candidate of choice to the three positions on the new Fifteenth Court of 
Appeals. 
 
Analysis: 
 
The bill violates the Voting Rights Act by packing Latino voters into a heavily racially concentrated, and 
overpopulated, district in which they can elect only three candidates of choice compared to the current six. As a 
result, the bill dilutes Latino strength in violation of 52 U.S.C. §10301.  See Voinovich v. Quilter, 507 U.S. 146, 
153-54 (1993).  The bill also raises an issue of purposeful racial discrimination in violation of the 14th 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.  See LULAC v. Perry, 548 U.S. 399, 440 (2006) (Texas changes to 
congressional district to reduce Latino electoral opportunity “bears the mark of intentional discrimination that 
could give rise to an equal protection claim.”)  
 
For more information, please contact Nina Perales at 210-224-5476. 


