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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF MARYLAND 

(NORTHERN DIVISION) 
 
 )  
M.V., a minor, by her parent and next 

friend, VICTOR VILLAFUERTE, 

28723 Hudson Corner Road 
Marion, MD 21838  

) 
) 
) 
) 

 

 )  
Plaintiff, )  

 ) Case No. _______________ 
v. )  

 ) Jury Trial Demanded 
PFC. LAWRENCE DAISEY,  
in his individual capacity, 
319A W. Main Street  
Crisfield, Maryland 21817 

) 
) 
) 
) 

 

 )  
Defendant. )  

_____________________________________________) 
 

COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES AND INJUNCTIVE RELIEF  

COMES NOW Plaintiff, M.V., a minor by her parent and next friend, VICTOR 

VILLAFUERTE, for her Complaint against Defendant PFC. LAWRENCE DAISEY, stating as 

follows: 

NATURE OF ACTION 

1. Plaintiff, a minor child who was twelve years old at the time of the events at issue, 

seeks damages and declaratory and injunctive relief under 42 U.S.C. § 1983 in connection with 

Defendant Daisey’s unlawful arrest, detention, and deprivation of liberty of M.V., in violation of 

plaintiff’s rights under the United States Constitution and federal law.   

PARTIES 

2. Plaintiff M.V. is a fifteen-year-old child residing in Somerset County, Maryland.  

She was twelve years old at the time the challenged acts occurred.  Plaintiff M.V. brings this 
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action by and through her parent and next friend, Victor Villafuerte, in accordance with Federal 

Rule of Civil Procedure 17(c).   

3. Defendant Daisey is employed by the City of Crisfield Police Department.  He is 

sued in his individual capacity.  Because his home address is unknown, his work address is listed 

in the caption of this Complaint.  Defendant Daisey is a person within the meaning of 42 U.S.C. 

§ 1983.   

JURISDICTON AND VENUE 

4. This Court has jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 1343 and 42 U.S.C. 

§ 1983. 

5. Defendant Daisey’s actions and the events giving rise to Plaintiff’s claims 

occurred within the jurisdiction of the United States District Court for Maryland.  Accordingly, 

venue is proper in this Court pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1391. 

FACTS COMMON TO ALL CLAIMS 

6. On or about December 22, 2010, an employee of Starbright Laundromat, located 

on North Fourth Street in Crisfield, Maryland, became aware of a broken window at the 

laundromat.  The Starbright Laundromat reported the broken window to the Crisfield Police 

Department.  Defendant Daisey was not present and did not see the breaking of the window. 

7. On February 17, 2011, Defendant Daisey, who was investigating the broken 

window, drove in his police car to the home of M.V.  

8. The Villafuerte family owns their home and have been residents of Somerset 

County for over 20 years. 
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9. Defendant Daisey spoke to M.V.’s mother and requested that M.V.’s mother 

provide him with the names, dates of birth, and Social Security numbers of family members. 

Defendant Daisey was aware that M.V.’s mother did not speak proficient English. 

10. Defendant Daisey spoke to M.V. about the broken window at the Starbright 

Laundromat.  M.V. stated to Defendant Daisey that she had accidentally broken the laundromat 

window.  Defendant Daisey was aware that M.V. was a minor and approximately 12 years old. 

11. Defendant Daisey spoke with M.V.’s father about the broken window.  M.V.’s 

father stated that he would pay for the broken window.  Defendant Daisey was aware that M.V.’s 

father did not speak proficient English.  

12. Defendant Daisey informed the Villafuerte family that he would return the 

following day.  

13. Defendant Daisey returned to M.V.’s family home on the evening of February 18, 

2011.  M.V.’s father was outside the house and anticipated a discussion with Defendant Daisey 

about payment for the broken laundromat window.  

14. Defendant Daisey spoke to M.V.’s father but did not provide any information 

about payment for the window.  Instead, Defendant Daisey asked to speak to M.V.   

15. M.V.’s father called M.V. to come outside.  When M.V. came outside, Defendant 

Daisey reached for his handcuffs and said that he was going to arrest M.V. and take her with 

him.   

16. Defendant Daisey did not have a warrant to arrest M.V. 

17. M.V.’s father asked Defendant Daisey for an English-Spanish language 

interpreter.  Defendant Daisey did not provide an interpreter and did not contact the Crisfield 

Police Department to secure an interpreter.   
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18. M.V.’s father told M.V. to go into the house.  After M.V. entered the house, 

M.V.’s father turned to follow her into the house, at which point Defendant Daisey pulled out his 

taser and pointed it at M.V.’s father.  M.V.’s father stopped walking and asked Defendant Daisey 

to show a warrant for M.V.’s arrest. 

19. Defendant Daisey responded that he did not need a warrant.  Defendant Daisey 

also stated that unless he was allowed to arrest M.V. and take her to the station that he would call 

the state troopers and arrest the entire Villafuerte family.   

20. M.V.’s father turned and walked up the steps of the side porch in order to reenter 

the family home.  Defendant Daisey followed M.V.’s father up onto the side porch and again 

pointed the taser at M.V.’s father, stating a second time that he would call state troopers to the 

home if M.V.’s father did not allow Defendant Daisey to arrest M.V. and take her to the police 

station.   

21. Defendant Daisey did not believe that M.V. could not be apprehended on a later 

date. 

22. Defendant Daisey did not believe that M.V. would cause physical injury or 

property damage to another. 

23. Defendant Daisey did not believe that M.V. would tamper with, dispose of, or 

destroy evidence related to the broken laundromat window. 

24. Defendant Daisey did not believe there was child abuse or neglect with respect to 

M.V., and Defendant Daisey did not believe that M.V. was in serious, immediate danger. 

25. Defendant Daisey did not believe that the M.V. was in immediate danger from her 

surroundings, and Defendant Daisey did not believe that M.V.’s removal was necessary for her 

protection. 
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26. After Defendant Daisey threatened a second time to have the Villafuerte family 

arrested, M.V.’s father called M.V. outside again and suggested to Defendant Daisey that he, the 

father, transport M.V. to the police station.  Defendant Daisey refused to allow M.V.’s father to 

transport M.V. to the police station.   

27. Defendant Daisey handcuffed M.V., placed her in the police car, and transported 

her to the police station.  M.V.’s father followed behind the police car in M.V.’s father’s own 

car. 

28. At the police station, M.V. was fingerprinted and photographed.  When M.V.’s 

father presented a Mexican embassy card with a written request for an interpreter, Defendant 

Daisey ignored the request and did not provide an interpreter.     

29. Defendant Daisey released M.V. after photographing and fingerprinting her, and 

after requiring M.V.’s father to sign a completed English-language form titled Police Request for 

Juvenile Charges.  The Police Request for Juvenile Charges form stated that the charge against 

M.V. was malicious destruction of property valued in excess of $500.   

30. In the months subsequent to the arrest of his child, M.V.’s father received no 

notice of a hearing for M.V.  M.V.’s father inquired at the public defender’s office, Maryland 

Department of Juvenile Services office, and at courts in the area, and never located any record of 

a hearing date.   

31. Following the arrest, M.V. suffered from nightmares and began to have trouble 

sleeping.  M.V. still has trouble sleeping.  The week following the arrest, M.V. visited her 

pediatrician who referred her to a therapist.  M.V. has been seeing a therapist approximately once 

a week since 2012. 
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32. At all times, Defendant Daisey acted within the scope of his authority and under 

color of law.     

33. Defendant Daisey was trained on procedures to arrest and/or cite minor children 

for misdemeanor offenses, including misdemeanor destruction of property.  Defendant Daisey’s 

training included the protections afforded by the Maryland Constitution, the U.S. Constitution, 

and Maryland statutes.  Based on his training and experience, Defendant Daisey knew or should 

have known the legal requirements for warrantless arrest of minor children for misdemeanor 

offenses and the circumstances under which a minor child should be arrested and taken from her 

parents to the police station. 

COUNT I 
(Violation of the Fourth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution) 

 
34. Paragraphs 2-33 are realleged and incorporated herein by reference. 

35. Defendant Daisey, acting under color of state law, has deprived M.V. of her right 

to be free from unreasonable seizures, a right guaranteed by the Fourth and Fourteenth 

Amendments to the United States Constitution, by arresting Plaintiff without a warrant, court 

order, or any other legal authority to do so.   

36. Defendant Daisey arrested M.V. for allegedly having engaged in malicious 

destruction of property, a misdemeanor under Maryland law.  Defendant Daisey lacked probable 

cause to believe M.V. had broken the laundromat window maliciously. 

37. None of the elements of the alleged crime were committed or attempted in the 

presence or within the view of Defendant Daisey. 

38. Defendant Daisey acted with malice or willfulness or with deliberate, reckless, 

and callous indifference to Plaintiff’s federally protected rights. 
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39. As a result of Defendant Daisey’s deprivation of Plaintiff’s constitutional rights, 

Plaintiff has suffered substantial damages and seeks to recover actual and compensatory 

damages, including, but not limited to, mental anguish, medical costs, court costs, and attorney’s 

fees.  Plaintiff also seeks to recover punitive damages as a result of Defendant Daisey’s conduct. 

COUNT II 

(Deprivation of Liberty) 

 

40. Paragraphs 2-39 are realleged and incorporated herein by reference. 

41. Defendant Daisey deprived her of a liberty interest without the adequate 

procedural safeguards or due process. 

42. Defendant Daisey arrested Plaintiff and following her arrest took her away from 

her family to the police station where he detained, photographed, and fingerprinted her.  During 

the time of her detention, Plaintiff was not allowed to be with her father.  

43. Defendant Daisey, acting under color of state law, and in violation of M.V.’s 

rights guaranteed by the Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution, deprived 

M.V. of her liberty interest without the adequate procedural safeguards.   

44. Defendant Daisey acted with malice or willfulness or with deliberate, reckless, 

and callous indifference to Plaintiff’s federally protected rights. 

45. As a result of Defendant Daisey’s deprivation of Plaintiff’s liberty interest 

without the adequate procedural safeguards, Plaintiff has suffered substantial damages and seeks 

to recover actual and compensatory damages, including, but not limited to, mental anguish, 

medical costs, court costs, and attorney’s fees.  Plaintiff also seeks to recover punitive damages 

as a result of Defendant Daisey’s conduct. 
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JURY DEMAND 

46. Plaintiff demands a trial by jury. 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff M.V. requests that the Court grant the following relief: 

a. injunctive and equitable relief; 

b. compensatory damages, including, but not limited to, damages for emotional pain, 

suffering, humiliation, inconvenience, mental anguish, loss of enjoyment of life, 

and other non-pecuniary losses;  

c. judgment against Defendant for actual damages; 

d. punitive and exemplary damages; 

e. costs, including reasonable and necessary attorneys’ fees, as well as expert fees; 

f. prejudgment and post-judgment interest as allowed by law; and 

g. such other and further relief, at law or in equity, to which Plaintiff may be justly 

entitled. 
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Dated this 17th day of February, 2014  Respectfully submitted, 
 
   /s/ Douglas W. Baruch   
       Douglas W. Baruch (Bar No. 12554)   

Aaron T. Tucker (Bar No. 17127) 
       FRIED, FRANK, HARRIS, SHRIVER  

   & JACOBSON LLP 
       801 17th Street, N.W. 
       Washington, D.C. 20006 
       Telephone: (202) 639-7000 
       Fax: (202) 639-7003 

douglas.baruch@friedfrank.com 
   aaron.tucker@friedfrank.com 
 
       and   

 
Amy Pedersen     
   (seeking admission pro hac vice) 

       Maribel Hernández Rivera 
          (seeking admission pro hac vice)  
       MEXICAN AMERICAN LEGAL  

   DEFENSE & EDUCATIONAL FUND 
       1016 16th St. N.W., Suite 100 
       Washington, D.C. 20036 
       Tel: (202) 293-2828 
       Fax: (202) 293-2849  
       apedersen@maldef.org 

mhernandez-rivera@maldef.org 
 
       Attorneys for Plaintiff    
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CIVIL COVER SHEET

(SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON NEXT PAGE OF THIS FORM.)

I. (a) PLAINTIFFS DEFENDANTS

(b)
(EXCEPT IN U.S. PLAINTIFF CASES) (IN U.S. PLAINTIFF CASES ONLY)

(c) (Firm Name, Address, and Telephone Number) (If Known)

II. BASIS OF JURISDICTION (Place an “X” in One Box Only) III. CITIZENSHIP OF PRINCIPAL PARTIES (Place an “X” in One Box for Plaintiff
(For Diversity Cases Only) and One Box for Defendant) 

PTF    DEF PTF    DEF
(U.S. Government Not a Party) or

and
(Indicate Citizenship of Parties in Item III)

IV. NATURE OF SUIT (Place an “X” in One Box Only)
CONTRACT TORTS FORFEITURE/PENALTY BANKRUPTCY OTHER STATUTES

 PERSONAL INJURY PERSONAL INJURY

PROPERTY RIGHTS

LABOR SOCIAL SECURITY
 PERSONAL PROPERTY

 REAL PROPERTY    CIVIL RIGHTS   PRISONER PETITIONS FEDERAL TAX SUITS
Habeas Corpus:

IMMIGRATION
Other:

V.  ORIGIN (Place an “X” in One Box Only)

(specify)

VI. CAUSE OF ACTION
(Do not cite jurisdictional statutes unless diversity)

VII. REQUESTED IN
COMPLAINT:

CLASS ACTION DEMAND $
JURY DEMAND:

VIII. RELATED CASE(S)
IF ANY (See instructions):

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

M.V., a minor, by her parent and next friend, Victor Villafuerte

Somerset

see attachment

Daisey, Lawrence

Somerset

42 U.S.C. Section 1983 Unlawful arrest

To enjoin and remedy violations of civil rights laws

02/17/2014

To Be Determined

/s/ Douglas W. Baruch
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR ATTORNEYS COMPLETING CIVIL COVER SHEET FORM JS 44

I.(a) Plaintiffs-Defendants.

   (b) County of Residence.

   (c) Attorneys.

II.  Jurisdiction.

. ; NOTE: federal question actions take precedence over diversity 
cases.

III.  Residence (citizenship) of Principal Parties.

IV. Nature of Suit.

V. Origin.

VI. Cause of Action. Do not cite jurisdictional 
statutes unless diversity. 

VII. Requested in Complaint.

VIII. Related Cases.

Date and Attorney Signature.
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Civil Cover Sheet 
M.V., by her parent and next friend, Victor Villafuerte v. Daisey 

 
Attachment 

 
 
I.(c) Attorneys 
 
 
Douglas W. Baruch (D. Md. Bar No. 12554) 
Aaron Tucker (D. Md. Bar No. 17127) 
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson LLP 
801 17th Street NW 
Washington, D.C. 20006 
Tel: (202) 639-7000 
 
Maribel Hernández Rivera (Pro Hac Vice admission pending) 
Amy Pedersen (Pro Hac Vice admission pending) 
Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund 
1016 16th Street NW, Unit 100 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
Tel: (202) 293-2828 
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AO 440 (Rev. 12/09) Summons in a Civil Action

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
for the

District of Maryland

M.V., a minor, by her parent and next
friend, VICTOR VILLAFUERTE,

)
)
)
)
)
)
)

Plaintiff

v. Civil Action No.

PFC. LAWRENCE DAISEY,
in his individual capacity

Defendant

SUMMONS IN A CIVIL ACTION

To: (Defendant’s name and address)

Pfc. Lawrence Daisey,
319A W. Main Street
Crisfield, Maryland 21817

A lawsuit has been filed against you.

Within 21 days after service of this summons on you (not counting the day you received it) — or 60 days if you
are the United States or a United States agency, or an officer or employee of the United States described in Fed. R. Civ.
P. 12 (a)(2) or (3) — you must serve on the plaintiff an answer to the attached complaint or a motion under Rule 12 of
the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. The answer or motion must be served on the plaintiff or plaintiff’s attorney,
whose name and address are:

Douglas W. Baruch
Aaron T. Tucker
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson LLP
801 17th Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20006
Telephone: (202) 639-7000

If you fail to respond, judgment by default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint.
You also must file your answer or motion with the court.

CLERK OF COURT

Date:
Signature of Clerk or Deputy Clerk
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AO 440 (Rev. 12/09) Summons in a Civil Action (Page 2)

Civil Action No.

PROOF OF SERVICE
(This section should not be filed with the court unless required by Fed. R. Civ. P. 4 (l))

This summons for (name of individual and title, if any)

was received by me on (date) .

I personally served the summons on the individual at (place)

on (date) ; or

I left the summons at the individual’s residence or usual place of abode with (name)

, a person of suitable age and discretion who resides there,
on (date) , and mailed a copy to the individual’s last known address; or

I served the summons on (name of individual) , who is
designated by law to accept service of process on behalf of (name of organization)

on (date) ; or

I returned the summons unexecuted because ; or

Other (specify):

.

My fees are $ for travel and $ for services, for a total of $ .

I declare under penalty of perjury that this information is true.

Date:
Server’s signature

Printed name and title

Server’s address

Additional information regarding attempted service, etc:
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