
 

Texas Requires Voters to Show Photo Identification at the Polls 

Texas voters are required to show a photo ID in order to cast a ballot at the polls. 

 

Acceptable ID: 

 1. driver’s license; 2. election identification certificate (free ID provided by the Texas Department 

of Public Safety, or DPS, to eligible applicants); 3. personal identification card issued by DPS; 4. 

military identification card; 5. U.S. citizenship certificate or naturalization certificate with a 

picture; 6. U.S. Passport; 7. concealed handgun license.   

 If the voter’s name on the ID is similar but does not match exactly, the voter must submit an 

affidavit stating that the voter is, in fact, the person on the list of registered voters.  

 Expiration Date: These documents must be unexpired or within a 60-day grace period.   

 Free ID:  To get a free election identification certificate (EIC), an applicant must show the 

documents necessary to obtain a standard Texas driver’s license or personal identification card. 

For persons over 70 years old, an EIC does not expire. 

 Unacceptable IDs include birth certificates, student IDs, utility bills, government correspondence, 

court documents, private and state employment IDs, and tribal ID cards.   

Exceptions: 

 Disability:  voter must show written documentation, at the time of voter registration, from the 

Social Security Administration or the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs showing that he/she is 

at least 50% disabled.   

 Religious objection:  voter signs an affidavit saying he/she has a consistent religious objection to 

being photographed.  

 Natural disaster:  voter lacks ID as a result of a natural disaster declared by the President or the 

Governor within 45 days of the ballot being cast.   

 No exceptions for elderly, Native Americans, stolen ID, or students.   

Provisional Ballots: 

 Any voter who does not have the required ID on Election Day can cast a provisional ballot, but 

must show an acceptable ID to the registrar within 6 days of the election by presenting the ID or 

signing an applicable affidavit in the presence of the voter registrar for the ballot to count.    

People most likely affected by new photo ID requirements: 

 Individual ineligible to get ID from DPS because of a lack of documentation.  

 Naturalized citizen with a naturalization or U.S. citizenship certificate that has no picture. 

 Voter who became a U.S. citizen by operation of law and has no certificate. 

 Rural resident lacking required ID and who does not have reasonable access to a DPS office. 

 New, out-of-state resident who is unable to obtain a Texas ID before Election Day. 
  

Please contact votingrights@maldef.org or 210-224-5476, if your ability to vote,  

or that of someone you know, may have been affected by the voter ID law. 

Spanish Version available HERE 

http://www.maldef.org/assets/pdf/VoterId_law_summary_2014_SPANISH.pdf.pdf

