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Latino Leaders Welcome Important Gains in the Court-Ordered Congressional Redistricting Plan: 
 
The court-ordered plan increases by two the number of majority-minority congressional districts in Texas.   
 
Now, of the four new congressional seats awarded to Texas, two of the four new seats are majority-minority. 
 
The court-ordered congressional plan adds a new Latino-majority district in South/Central Texas to 
accommodate the strong Latino population growth in the region.  Congressional District (CD) 35 is an open seat 
that encompasses Latino population in San Antonio, Austin and the cities along the I-35 corridor. 
 
The court-ordered congressional plan also adds a new Latino opportunity district in the Dallas Ft. Worth 
Metroplex. The new CD 33 has 66% Latino population, 17% Black population and 15% Anglo population.  The 
new CD 33 offers Latino voters in the Metroplex an opportunity to elect their candidate of choice. 
 
The court-ordered congressional plan maintains the seven existing Latino-majority districts:  CD 16 (Reyes – El 
Paso), CD 23 (Canseco – West Texas), CD 20 (Gonzalez – San Antonio), CD 28 (Cuellar – Laredo), CD 15 
(Hinojosa – McAllen), CD 27 (Farenthold – Corpus Christi) and CD 29 (Gene Green – Houston).  In the court-
ordered plan, CD 27 is renumbered to CD 34. 
 
Strong Latino Population Growth in Texas Made the Case to Increase Latino Districts: 
 
Since 2000, the Latino population in Texas increased by close to 2.8 million, and Latinos were largely 
responsible for the gain by Texas of four additional congressional seats.   
 

 
The Addition of CD 33 and CD 35 Represents Significant Gains for Latino Voters in Texas: 



 
The addition of CD 33 and CD 35 in the court-ordered map increases by two the number of congressional 
districts in Texas in which Latinos have an opportunity to elect their candidates of choice. 
 
The court-ordered map preserves the current effectiveness of all existing Latino-majority congressional 
districts, including CD 23.  Some observers have asked whether the court-ordered CD 23 has the same 
effectiveness as the pre-existing CD 23.  The court ensured that CD 23 in its new plan would have 55% Latino 
voter registration.  More importantly, a comparison of election results from the 12 Latino-Anglo statewide 
contests from 2002 to 2010 shows that Latino candidates garner a comparable level of electoral support (with an 
average difference of about 650 votes) in the court’s new CD 23.   
 
The court-ordered map does not preserve CD 25, an Anglo-majority district located in Travis County.  In the 
benchmark plan, CD 25 contains 63% Anglo citizen voting age population.  Voter turnout statistics in CD 25 
show that Anglos constitute over 75% of the voters in the Democratic primary.  Although the congressional 
incumbent has not faced a contested primary, Anglos in CD 25 typically do not prefer the same primary 
candidates as Latinos in statewide elections; as a result, in most elections the much larger Anglo turnout 
overwhelms the strength of Latinos who are voting for a different candidate.  Therefore, because CD 25 is not a 
minority opportunity district, and the instructions from the U.S. Supreme Court limited the Texas three-judge 
panel to addressing legal violations, the panel did not preserve this district in the new redistricting plan. 
 
Unlike CD 25, the court-ordered CD 35 contains a majority of Latino citizen voting age population.  Travis 
County Latinos in the new CD 35 will have the opportunity both to nominate and elect their preferred 
candidates.  U.S. Representative Lloyd Doggett has chosen to run for office in CD 35; Latino voters in the 
district will have opportunity to choose him, or another candidate, as their representative.        
 
The New Map is Supported by Latino Advocates Throughout Texas: 
 
The court’s new congressional map is supported by Latino advocates and leaders throughout Texas, including 
the Texas Latino Redistricting Task Force.  The Task Force includes the Southwest Voter Registration 
Education Project, Texas HOPE, the Mexican American Bar Association of Texas, the William C. Velasquez 
Institute, NOMAR, and Southwest Workers’ Union.   
 
The Task Force is represented in this case by MALDEF, which has a five-decade record of successful 
redistricting advocacy on behalf of Latino voters in Texas.  In the previous round of Texas redistricting, 
MALDEF secured a ruling from the U.S. Supreme Court in LULAC v. Perry (2006) striking down the Texas 
congressional redistricting plan as discriminatory against Latino voters. 
 
The court’s decision turned on fairness to voters and compliance with the Voting Rights Act, not incumbents, 
aspiring candidates or political parties, who intervened in the case to seek their own advantages in the new 
maps.  
 
Contrast Between the New Court-Ordered Plan and the State’s Legislatively-Enacted Plan: 
 
In the 2011 legislative session, Texas awarded all four of the new seats to Anglo-majority areas. 
 
In the State’s congressional redistricting plan, two existing Latino opportunity districts were radically 
reconfigured to remove Latino voters and protect their incumbents who were not preferred by Latino voters:  
CD 23 (Canseco – West Texas) and CD 27 (Farenthold – Corpus Christi).   
 
The purported addition of CD 35 (South/Central Texas) and CD 34 (Gulf Coast) in the State’s enacted plan only 
offset the loss of existing Latino Districts 23 and 27 and represented no increase in Latino opportunity.  The 
number of Latino districts remained at 7, the same as the benchmark plan.  


