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For most states, the requirements to graduate from 
high school are different from requirements to go to 
college.  Ensure your child takes the right classes.

What can you do?
1. Work with your child’s teacher(s) & counselor(s). 
Focus your conversations on your student’s academic 
progress as it is related to meeting state standards and 
ways you and the teacher can work together to help 
your child.
2. Learn to interpret test results to help you 
monitor academic progress and learn which classes 
a student must pass to be eligible for college.
3. Be determined in getting the help your child may 
need to succeed.

Taking the required classes
Students become eligible to apply to college by doing 
the following:

        Taking the required classes; 
        Getting good grades (A’s & B;s);
        Taking the SAT or ACT during the 11th or 12th   

        Applying to various colleges in the fall semester

        Applying for financial aid by the March 2nd

Ensuring your child takes the required classes and 
gets good grades from K-12th grade is the most 
important way you can help him or her be eligible for 
college.

What does it take to go to college? 

 

 

 

 

 

Required College Coursework:
English     4 years
Mathematics    3 years                         
(Algebra and Geometry)
Laboratory Science    2 years
(Biological and Physical Science)

History     3 years
Language other than English   2 years
Visual/Performing Arts   1 year

What can you 
do when your 
child is in 
elementary 
school:
Work with your 

        What is my child expected to learn and be able to

        Is my child reading and doing math at his/her 

        If your child is an English Learner, ask “When
 

  

Plan for 
tomorrow, 
today
The process of 
preparing for 
college admission 
and 
graduation is 
lengthy ; plant 
the seed early 
in life.

Preparation Is Key

There is a world of 
opportunities available;  
 it takes planning and 
hard work.
  
Dream + Plan = COLLEGE

Dream + Plan = COLLEGE

child’s teacher. Ask:grade;

of the 12th grade; and

deadline in the 12th grade.

  

  

do by the end of this grade level?

grade level?  (E.g. if he is in 3rd grade, 
reading as a 3rd grader, 4th or 2nd grader?)

to a mainstream English class?
should I expect my son or daughter to reclassify



       Don’t get easily discouraged if someone does not 

       Sign your child up for programs after school, at the 

If you need more information, 
please contact MALDEF at: 

(213) 629-2512
www.maldef.org

 

 

Be Determined and Resourceful

About 50% of Latinos do not finish high school in 
the U.S.  But YOU can make the difference by getting 
involved in your child’s education.

Learn to monitor progress and 
the classes required for college

Become familiar with monitoring tools that will help 
you see if your child is making academic progress like 
the student report card, state standardized tests, & 
if applicable, the high school exit exam.

If you need help understanding these tools, ask for 
help:
     In your school’s parent center; or 
     Ask a teacher or counselor; or
     Request training from a local 
      non-profit group.

Knowing the classes colleges require will help you 
ensure your child takes these classes.  To learn about 
the requirements:
     Ask a counselor for a copy;
     Look for them in the parent/student handbook; or
     Visit your school district’s website.

What can you do when your 
child is in High School:

Work with the Academic Counselor:
ALL Academic Counselors develop plans for 
students.  Make sure this plan is set to help your child 
meet his or her goals.

On your first meeting with the counselor, before the 
9th grade, tell him or her: 
“I want my child to go to college.”

Then, ask: “Is my child’s academic plan preparing 
him or her to graduate from high school AND be 
eligible for college?”

If the answer is no, ask: “What do we (you, my child, 
and me) need to do to get him or her on the college 
track?”

The plan is updated every semester based on the

         What can you do when your 
         child is in Middle School:
Work with the teachers:
       Ask the same questions as when your child was in

Monitor key core classes:
      English: Make sure your child is reading at his or   

      Math: It is recommended for 7th graders to take 

      If your child is an English Learner, ask the teacher 

If your student is performing at grade level, he or 
she will be ready to take the classes in high school 
that will prepare him/her and make him/her eligible 
for college.

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

elementary.

her grade level.

pre-algebra and 8th graders to take algebra.

middle school.
for a plan to help him or her reclassify while in

help you.  Be persistent.  There is always someone
who will.  Ask a teacher, a counselor or another
parent to help you.  

or her or you in school.
park, the library or non-profits that can help him grades your child earned in his/her classes.  

Review it to stay on track.


