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This is an informative resource guide for students, parents, and educators.  

MALDEF is not a direct provider of the scholarships on this list. 
If you are interested in any of the scholarships listed here,  

please contact the organization directly using the information provided. Thank you. 
 

Esta lista es una fuente informativa para estudiantes, padres, maestros y consejeros.  
MALDEF no es un proveedor directo de las becas en esta lista. 

Si usted está interesada/o en alguna de las becas que están nombradas, por favor comuníquese directamente con la 

organización, usando la información que proveímos. Gracias. 
 



 
 

MALDEF is pleased to provide this extensive list of scholarships, including many that do not inquire about immigration 

status or require a valid social security number.  The overview of scholarships provided includes website links that you 

are advised to visit for more complete details as it is not practical to list every requirement of each scholarship. Please 

read through, or download, the information here and select scholarships that are applicable to you.  As a general rule, if 

an application asks for your social security number and you do not have one yet, leave that space blank but fill out and 

turn in the otherwise completed application. Many scholarship awards can be processed with just the student’s name 
and address. If a scholarship specifically requests a SSN, ask if it is possible to submit an ITIN instead. An important 

reminder: Dishonesty about your legal status or providing a false social security number is a federal offense.   

MALDEF suggests that you: 

1. Contact the organization that offers any scholarship you are interested in and ask if you meet the 

qualifying criteria to apply for and receive the scholarship. 

2. Review other scholarship lists and resources provided at the end of this document.  Also, inquire with your 

guidance counselor at school to learn about scholarship opportunities in your local area. Current college 

students are familiar with scholarships and can serve as a valuable resource. 
 

3. Beware of scholarship scams. DO NOT pay any organization, company, or individual to help you apply for 

scholarships, conduct a scholarship search, or provide access to scholarship lists. Some scholarship 

programs require a minimal application processing fee but should NEVER ask for a higher fee to apply for a 

scholarship.   

 

MALDEF se complace en proveer una lista extensa de becas, incluyendo muchas que no preguntan acerca de su estatus 

migratorio ni piden un número válido de seguro social. Este resumen de becas contiene enlaces de sitio web que se les 

recomienda utilizar para obtener información más detallada ya que no es práctico incluir todos los requisitos de cada 

beca en esta lista. Por favor lea o descargue la información proveída en esta lista y seleccione las becas que son 

aplicables a usted. Como regla general, si una aplicación pide su número de seguro social y usted no tiene uno todavía, 

deje ese espacio en blanco, pero llene y entregue el resto de la solicitud completa. Muchas becas se pueden procesar con 

solamente el nombre y domicilio del estudiante. Si una beca específicamente solicita un número de seguro social, 

pregunte si es posible presentar un ITIN en su lugar. Deshonestidad sobre su estatus migratorio o dar un número de 

seguro social falso es un delito federal. 

MALDEF sugiere que usted: 

1. Contacte las organizaciones que ofrecen las becas que le interesan y pregunte si usted cumple el criterio para 

aplicar y recibir la beca.  

2. Revise otras listas de becas y recursos proveídos al fin de este documento. También pregunte con su consejero en la 

escuela para aprender más sobre becas en su área local. Estudiantes universitarios actuales están familiarizados 

con becas y pueden servir como un recurso valioso. 

3. Cuidado con las estafas de becas. NO pague a ninguna organización, empresa o individuo para ayudarle a solicitar 

becas, realizar una búsqueda de becas, o para el acceso a las listas de becas. Algunos programas de becas requieren 

una mínima tarifa para procesar la aplicación, pero NUNCA deben pedir una tarifa mayor para aplicar. 

 
 
 
 
Please note: the scholarships on this list are ordered by their application deadlines. Please visit the scholarship links 
for news on when applications open. 



 
 

 
Tenga en cuenta: las becas en esta lista están ordenadas según los plazos de solicitud. Por favor visite los enlaces 
para obtener noticias sobre cuándo se abren las solicitudes. 

 

Note to California students: 
As a result of the enactment of AB 130, the California Dream Act of 2011, California public colleges and universities 

have introduced their own Dream Act scholarships on a rolling basis.  To find out if your college or university has scholarship opportunities available to undocumented students, inquire with your campus’ scholarship and/or 
financial aid office.  AB 130 scholarships will be privately funded, so program availability may be limited and highly 

competitive. Be sure to continue to advocate for these scholarship resources at your college or university.  Let 

campus administrators know that the undocumented students on campus have a dire need for financial support. 

 

JANUARY 
 

 
 
BMI Student Composer Award 

Info@bmifoundation.org  
http://bmifoundation.org/programs/info/bmi_student_composer_awards 
Award: Up to $20,000 
Deadline: January 15, 2024. 
Requirements: 

o Currently studying music, either in an educational institution or privately. 
o Under the age of 27 as of February 15, 2024. 
o Must be in residence in the U.S. or its territories or citizens of any country in the Western Hemisphere. 
o Has not won a BMI Student Composer Award more than two times (Honorable Mention excluded). 

 

Opportunity Scholarship for Locked-Out Dreamers 
https://www.thedream.us/scholarships/opportunity-scholarship/ 
Award: Up to $80,000 in total for a bachelor’s degree at one of the Opportunity Partner Colleges. 
Deadline: January 31, 2024 
Requirements: 

o Are undocumented and came to the United States before November 1, 2018 and have continuously 
lived in the U.S. since then or have DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals) or TPS (Temporary 
Protected Status). 

o Came to the U.S. before the age of 16 (if you were born in the U.S. – you are not eligible).  
o Have significant unmet financial need. 
o Live in and have graduated or will graduate from a high school in a targeted locked-out state by the end 

of the 2023-24 academic year. 
o Graduated or will graduate with a high school GPA of 2.5 or better on a 4.0 scale or have cumulative 

college/university GPA of 2.5 or better. 
o Intend to relocate to and enroll full-time in a bachelor’s degree program at an Opportunity Partner 

College in the fall. 
 

Princeton Prize in Race Relations   
Pprize@princeton.edu  
https://pprize.princeton.edu/   
Award: $1,000 and an all-expenses-paid weekend to a national symposium on race at Princeton University. 
Deadline: January 31, 2024 
Requirements:  

o Must be currently enrolled in grades 9-12 to qualify for the Princeton Prize. 
o Both parts of the application must be completed to be considered for the prize.  

mailto:Info@bmifoundation.org
http://bmifoundation.org/programs/info/bmi_student_composer_awards
https://www.thedream.us/scholarships/opportunity-scholarship/
mailto:Pprize@princeton.edu
https://pprize.princeton.edu/


 
 

o Your sponsor/supporter can be a teacher, adviser, community or religious leader, or any other 
adult who is not related to you but knows about your racial equity efforts and your efforts to 
improve racial understanding in your school or community. 

o It may be necessary for you to provide a U.S. taxpayer identification number to collect the cash 
award. 

 
 

FEBRUARY 
 

 
Ascend Educational Fund Scholarship 

info@ascendfundny.org 
http://ascendfundny.org/scholarship/ 

Award: $2,500 – $20,000 

Deadline: Typically closes in February; please visit website for details. 
Requirements: 

o Must be born outside the U.S. or have two parents born outside of the U.S.  
o Must be a graduating senior at a high school in one of the five boroughs of New York City. 
o Must enroll full-time at an accredited public or private college or university in the Fall following 

graduation from high school. 
 

 
CUNY BECAS Mexican Studies Scholarship Fund 

mexican.studies@lehman.cuny.edu 
http://www.lehman.cuny.edu/cuny-mexican-studies-institute/scholarships.php 
Award: Up to $7,500 to cover tuition for current and prospective CUNY (City University of New York) students.  
Deadline: Typically closes in February; please visit website for details. 
Requirements: 

o Must have graduated or will graduate from high school or have earned or will earn a high school 
equivalency diploma by the end of the academic year.  

o Must plan to enroll full-time in an associate or baccalaureate program at a CUNY campus in fall 
semester and spring semester.  

o Must demonstrate significant financial need. 
o Willingness to be a lifelong learner. 
o Openness to share experiences and accomplishments to inspire other students. 

 

Hispanic Scholarship Foundation: Scholars Program 
https://www.hsf.net/ 
Award: $500 – $5,000 
Deadline: Typically closes in February; please visit website for details. 
Requirements: 

o Must be of Hispanic heritage. 
o U.S. citizen, permanent legal resident, or DACA. 
o Minimum of a 3.0 GPA on a 4.0 scale (or equivalent) for high school students. 
o Minimum of a 2.5 GPA on a 4.0 scale (or equivalent) for undergraduate and graduate students. 
o Plan to enroll full-time in an accredited, public, or not-for-profit, four-year university, or graduate 

school, in the U.S., for the 2024-2025 academic year. 
o Submit the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or state-based financial aid forms (if 

applicable). 
 
Marcus Foster Education Institute 
info@marcusfoster.org   
https://www.marcusfoster.org/scholarships/ 

mailto:ascendfundny@gmail.com
http://ascendfundny.org/scholarship/
mailto:mexican.studies@lehman.cuny.edu
http://www.lehman.cuny.edu/cuny-mexican-studies-institute/scholarships.php
https://www.hsf.net/
mailto:info@marcusfoster.org
https://www.marcusfoster.org/scholarships/


 
 

Award: Varies by scholarship; please visit website for details.  
Deadline: Typically closes in February; please visit website for details. 
Requirements: 

o Be a current high school senior or returning MFEI scholar. 
o Plan to attend a four-year, two-year, or technical school full time in the coming fall. 
o Have graduated or will graduate from an Oakland Unified School District public or charter school, or 

from Pleasanton Unified District school. 
o For Oakland Students: Have attended school in Oakland Unified for at two years at any time K-12. 
o Complete FAFSA or CA Dream Act Application with a Student Aid Report by February 1. 

 
National Scholarship for High School and Community College Graduates 

TheDream.US@applyISTS.com  
https://www.thedream.us/scholarships/national-scholarship/ 
Award: Up to $33,000 based on the cost of tuition and some may receive an additional $6,000 for books, supplies, 
and transportation. 
Deadline: February 29, 2024 
Requirements: 

o Are undocumented and came to the U.S. before November 1, 2018, and have continuously lived in the 
U.S. since then or have DACA or TPS. 

o Came to the U.S. before the age of 16 (if you were born in the U.S. – you are not eligible). 
o Have significant unmet financial need. 
o Have graduated or will graduate from a U.S. high school (or have earned or will earn a high school 

equivalency diploma) before the fall of 2024.  
o Graduated or will graduate with a high school GPA of 2.5 or better on a 4.0 scale or have a cumulative 

college GPA of 2.5 or better.  
o Intend to enroll full-time in an associate or bachelor’s degree program at a Partner College in your state 

in the fall of 2024 or spring of 2025.  
o Are eligible for in-state tuition at the Partner College you want to attend (not applicable if it is a private 

Partner College in your state). 
 
Point Foundation: Community College Scholarship 

applications@pointfoundation.org  
https://pointfoundation.org/point-apply/community-college/  
Award: $2,400 per semester or $4,800 per academic year.  
Deadline:  February 8, 2024, at 9 a.m. PT/12:00 p.m. EST 
Requirements: 

o Must be enrolled or intending to enroll at an accredited community college based in the U.S., including 
Hawaii and Alaska. 

o Must have one - two years of community college left AND (1) intend to transfer to a bachelor’s degree 
program at a four-year college or university within two years OR (2) graduate with an associate’s 
degree within two years. 

o Must be enrolled at least half-time (six credits) to maintain the scholarship. 
o Must be “out” as a person who identifies as a member of the LGBTQ community. 

 
Pursuit of Excellence Scholarships 

http://www.poescholarships.org/for-students/applications 
Award: $500 – $5,000 
Deadline: February 28, 2024 
Requirements: 

o Must have a family income that does not exceed $60,000. 
o Must have graduated from one of Pursuit of Excellence’s targeted high schools or community colleges. 

Please check website under qualifications. 

mailto:TheDream.US@applyISTS.com
https://www.thedream.us/scholarships/national-scholarship/
mailto:applications@pointfoundation.org
https://pointfoundation.org/point-apply/community-college/
http://www.poescholarships.org/for-students/applications


 
 

o Must graduate from high school in Northern California and in good standing and plan to attend a four-
year university or a community college and then transfer to a four-year institution.  

o For community college transfer applicants, students must apply to transfer to a University of California 
and be eligible to transfer the year they apply. 

o Preference given to students who have worked during their high school years. 
 
 

MARCH 
 

California’s Wine Grape Growers Foundation Scholarship Program 

Carolee@cawg.org 
http://cawgfoundation.org/scholarship-eligibility-requirements/ 
Award: $2,000 – $8,000; multiple scholarships available; check website for details. 
Deadline: March 1, 2024  
Requirements: 

o Be graduating from high school and planning to attend a California four-year university/state college or 
a two-year community college in the fall. 

o Have a parent or legal guardian who was employed by a California vineyard during the current or past 
growing season. 

o Must be enrolled in 12 or more units per semester with satisfactory grades. 
o Complete the application. 
o Attach an official high school transcript.  
o Provide a letter of recommendation from an instructor, school principal or counselor that includes their 

signature and provides the address, telephone number and position held at the school.  
o Submit a 500-word essay (approximately two pages, see application for details).  

 
Chicana/Latina Foundation Scholarship Program 

CLFinfo@chicanalatina.org 
https://chicanalatina.org/programs/scholarships/ 
Award: $1,500 
Deadline: Typically closes in March; please visit website for details. 
Requirements:  

o Self-identify as Chicana and/or Latina. 
o Must have lived at least two years in one of the following counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, 

Monterey, Napa, Sacramento, San Mateo, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, Solano, San Francisco, Sonoma, or 
Yolo. 

o Be enrolled in an accredited university or community college in one of the following counties: Alameda, 
Contra Costa, Marin, Monterey, Napa, Sacramento, San Mateo, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, Solano, San 
Francisco, Sonoma, or Yolo. 

• Community College and Undergraduate students must: 
▪ Be enrolled as a full-time college student (as defined by your institution) when applying 

and for the following academic year. 
▪ Have completed 12 college units after high school graduation. 
▪ Have a cumulative GPA of 2.0 college coursework.  

• Graduate students must: 
▪ Be enrolled graduate/professional students completing course/thesis/dissertation; or 

have been accepted into graduate/profession school. 
▪ Have a cumulative GPA of 2.7 for college course work. 

o Commit to attending the CLF Leadership Institute Sessions and CLF Annual Awards Dinner.  
o Commit to volunteering 10 hours as a CLF ambassador. 

 

Illinois Latino Council on Higher Education (ILACHE) Scholarships 
Ilache.scholarship@gmail.com  

mailto:carolee@cawg.org
http://cawgfoundation.org/scholarship-eligibility-requirements/
mailto:CLFinfo@chicanalatina.org
https://chicanalatina.org/programs/scholarships/
mailto:Ilache.scholarship@gmail.com


 
 

https://ilache.org/Scholarship  
Award: $1,000 
Deadline: March 15, 2024 
Requirements: 

o Must be an Illinois resident, high school senior or Latino/a/x undergraduate student who has a current 

cumulative GPA of at least a 3.00 from a regionally accredited Illinois college/university or high school. 

o Graduating high school seniors (must be registered as full-time students at an Illinois college or 

university in the Fall 2024 semester before the scholarship funds are disbursed). 

o Undergraduate students must be enrolled full-time during the Fall 2024 semester. 

o Must be of Latinx descent. Undocumented students, including DACA recipients, U.S. citizens (U.S. born 

or naturalized) and permanent legal residents are welcome to apply. 

o Students must demonstrate leadership potential. 

 

Latin American Educational Foundation Scholarship 

scholarships@laef.org  
http://www.laef.org/Scholarship  
Award: Please visit website for more details. 
Deadline: Typically closes in March; please visit website for details. 
Requirements: 

o Must be a resident of Colorado - regardless of legal residency status or citizenship. 
o Must be of Hispanic/Latino heritage and/or actively involved in the Hispanic/Latino community. 
o Must have a cumulative high school or college GPA of 3.0. 
o Open to high school seniors and college undergraduate students. 

 
Leonard M. Perryman Communications Scholarship for Racial Ethnic Minority Students 

https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/leonard-m-perryman-communications-scholarship  
Award: $2,500 
Deadline: March 15, 2024 
Requirements: 

o Christian commitment and involvement in the life of the United Methodist Church. 
o Academic achievement as revealed by transcripts, grade point averages and the required letters of 

reference. 
o Journalistic experience and/or evidence of journalistic talent.  
o Clarity of purpose in plans and goals for the future. 
o Potential professional ability as a religion journalist. 

 

Lotus Scholarship 
Coordinator@sylfoundation.org 
https://sylfoundation.org/lotus-scholarship/  
Award: $2,000 – $3,500 per year; Please visit website for more details. 
Deadline: Typically closes in March; please visit website for details. 
Requirements:  

o Student attends high school in King, Pierce or Snohomish County and is due to graduate in the year they 
are applying. Application from students already in college are not accepted.  

o Student is 21 years old or younger.  
o Immigrated to the U.S. within the past four years.  
o Plans to attend a community college, university, technical or trade school after graduating from high 

school. 
o Participated or enrolled in a college readiness program; please visit website for more details. 
o Must commit to participating in college persistence or support program during college.  
o Must participate in a virtual interview and in a Lotus Scholarship summer workshop. 

 

https://ilache.org/Scholarship
mailto:scholarships@laef.org
http://www.laef.org/Scholarship
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/leonard-m-perryman-communications-scholarship
mailto:Coordinator@sylfoundation.org
https://sylfoundation.org/lotus-scholarship/


 
 

Maisin Scholar Award 
https://10000degrees.org/students-alumni/maisin-scholarship/ 
Award: Up to $3,000 annually for up to four years. 
Deadline: March 2, 2024 
Requirements: 

o Are a San Francisco Unified School District senior with at least a cumulative unweighted GPA between 
2.0 and 3.5. 

o Have demonstrated financial need.  
Will attend college or an accredited educational program in the fall of your high school graduation year.  

o Are committed to your post-secondary education.  
 

Microsoft HOLA Scholarship 

HOLAscholarship@microsoft.com 
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/diversity/programs/hola-scholarship.aspx  
Award: Varies by scholarship; please visit website for details. 
Deadline: March 13, 2024 
Requirements: 

o Be a U.S.-based high school senior of Hispanic and Latinx descent.  
o Plan to attend a two- or four-year college or university in the U.S. 
o Plan to pursue an associate’s or bachelor’s degree in engineering, computer science, business 

management, marketing, or have a declared major. 
o Demonstrate leadership skills and a passion for helping your community within your school, 

neighborhood, family, or an organization. 
o Have a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher.  
o Require financial assistance to attend college. 
o U.S. citizen, permanent legal resident, or DACA. 

 
Microsoft Women Scholarship  

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/diversity/programs/women-at-microsoft-scholarship 
Award: Up to $5,000 offered as one-time or renewable for up to four years. 
Deadline: March 13, 2024 
Requirements: 

o Must be a graduating high school senior who identifies as a woman and/or non-binary. 
o Wish to pursue a career in a STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math) field. 
o Plan to attend an accredited two- or four-year public or private college or university or technical 

college in the U.S. (or U.S. affiliate program) in the upcoming academic year. 
o Have a high school GPA of 3.0 or higher. 

 

Pacific Gas and Electric Company Better Together STEM Scholarship 
Pge@scholarshipamerica.org  
Studentsupport@scholarshipamerica.org  
https://learnmore.scholarsapply.org/pge/ 
Award: $2,500 – $10,000 
Deadline: March 15, 2024, at 3:00 p.m. CT/1:00 p.m. PT 
Requirements: 

o One online recommendation form must be submitted on your behalf no later than March 20, 2024, 4 
p.m. ET/ 3 p.m. CT/1 p.m. PT. 

o Be a high school senior or graduate; an individual who has earned a GED; a current college 
undergraduate; or a non-traditional student.  

o Reside in Pacific Gas and Electric Company’s service territory or be a dependent of a resident in PG&E 
service territory. See list of counties identified by PG&E.  

o Plan to enroll in full-time undergraduate study at an accredited four-year college or university in 
California for the entire academic year.  

https://10000degrees.org/students-alumni/maisin-scholarship/
mailto:HOLAscholarship@microsoft.com
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/diversity/programs/hola-scholarship.aspx
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/diversity/programs/women-at-microsoft-scholarship
mailto:Pge@scholarshipamerica.org
mailto:Studentsupport@scholarshipamerica.org
https://learnmore.scholarsapply.org/pge/
https://learnmore.scholarsapply.org/wp-content/uploads/PGEF-Counties.pdf


 
 

o The applicant must be pursuing their first undergraduate degree.  
o Must be pursuing a degree in one of the following STEM disciplines:  

• Engineering (e.g., electrical, mechanical, industrial, environmental, power and/or energy)  

• Computer Science/Information Systems 

• Cyber Security  

• Environmental Sciences 

o Preference will be given to members of underrepresented STEM minority groups (Women, Black, 
Hispanic/Latino, American Indian or Alaskan Native, People with Disabilities.) 

o Financial need will be considered. Recipients must demonstrate need. 
 
San Diego Foundation Scholarships 

Scholarships@sdfoundation.org 
https://www.sdfoundation.org/students/common-scholarship-app 
Award: Varies by scholarship. 
Deadline: Typically closes in March; please visit website for details. 
Requirements: 

o Commitment to your education.  
o Potential for success for in college.  
o Minimum GPA of 2.0.  
o Participation in community service, extracurricular activities and/or work experience.  
o Current residence in San Diego County (for at least one year).  
o Need help to pay for school (including middle-income families).  
o A completed FAFSA or CA Dream Act and Student Aid Report (SAR). This is necessary for all applicants. 

Recommendation: Please start ASAP as this information is needed to fill out the application.  
o Scholarships are available for:  

o Graduating high school senior. 
o Current college students (undergraduate or graduate). 
o Adult re-entry students. 
o Students with financial needs (includes middle-income families).  
o Students attending four-year universities, community colleges or career/technical schools. 

 
The Andrés y María Cárdenas Family Foundation 

Info@cardenasfoundation.org 
https://www.cardenasfoundation.org/scholarship  

 Award: Please visit website for details. 
Deadline: March 15, 2024 
Requirements:  

o Letters of Recommendations and GPA submissions due on March 22, 2024. 
o Must be a senior or have graduated from one of the following Northeast San Fernando Valley high 

schools: Arleta, Cesar Chavez Learning Academies, James Monroe, Kennedy, North Hollywood, 
Panorama, Polytechnic, San Fernando, Sylmar, and Van Nuys. 

o OR: Must be enrolled as a full-time student at Los Angeles Mission College. 
o OR: Must be accepted or enrolled in a community college, college, or university in the fall and in 

attendance through spring as a full-time student.  
o Must carry at least 12 units as an undergraduate student. 
o Must apply for federal financial aid using FAFSA; however, AB540 students are eligible to apply if they 

meet the above general eligibility requirements. 
 
The Asian Pacific Fund 

scholarship@asianpacificfund.org 
http://asianpacificfund.org/what-we-do/scholarships/apply-for-scholarship/ 
Award: Multiple scholarships available; please visit website for details. 
Deadline: First deadline in March; please visit website for details. 

mailto:Scholarships@sdfoundation.org
https://www.sdfoundation.org/students/common-scholarship-app
mailto:Info@cardenasfoundation.org
https://www.cardenasfoundation.org/scholarship
mailto:scholarship@asianpacificfund.org
http://asianpacificfund.org/what-we-do/scholarships/apply-for-scholarship/


 
 

Requirements: Varies by scholarship. 
 
USC Topping Scholar 
ntsaf@usc.edu 
https://ntsaf.usc.edu/ 

Award: Full financial aid at USC. 
Deadline: March 1 for freshmen applicants. June 1 for transfer and graduate applicants; please visit website for 
details. 
Requirements: 

o Applying to USC for fall as a full-time freshman, transfer or graduate student, or new spring admit.  
o Submitted a FAFSA or Dream Act application and expected family contribution is less than $20,000.  

Demonstrate strong community awareness and contribute to the betterment of a community through 
volunteer efforts. 

 
UC Berkeley Undergraduate Dream Act Scholarship 
http://financialaid.berkeley.edu/berkeley-undergraduate-dream-act-aid 
Award: Up to $8,000 
Deadline: March 2, 2024 
Requirements: 

o Must be a current UC Berkeley undergraduate or 2023 spring semester admitted student.  
o Must maintain a 3.0 GPA. 
o Must qualify for an AB-540 nonresident tuition exemption.  
o Must be ineligible for federal financial aid. 

 
 

APRIL 
 

Anthem Essay Contest 
Essays@aynrand.org 

https://aynrand.org/students/essay-contests/  
Award: $25 - $2,000 
Deadline: Typically closes in April; please visit website for details.  
Requirements: 

o Must be an 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th, or 12th grade student anywhere in the world.  
o Undocumented students are encouraged to apply. 

 

Davis-Putter Scholarship Fund 
davisputter@davisputter.org  
https://www.davisputter.org/apply  

 Award: Up to $15,000 
Deadline: April 1, 2024 
Requirements: 

o Must demonstrate activism in the struggle against racism, sexism, homophobia, and other forms of 
oppression; building the movement for economic justice; and creating peace through international anti-
imperialist solidarity.  

o Must have participated in activities in the U.S., and there is a strong preference for applicants who plan 
on working in this country. 

o Must be enrolled in an accredited college/university or trade school. Graduate students are eligible to 
apply. 

o Must demonstrate financial need. 
o Undocumented students are invited to apply. 

 
Esperanza Education Fund 

mailto:ntsaf@usc.edu
https://ntsaf.usc.edu/
https://ntsaf.usc.edu/
http://financialaid.berkeley.edu/berkeley-undergraduate-dream-act-aid
mailto:Essays@aynrand.org
https://aynrand.org/students/essay-contests/
mailto:davisputter@davisputter.org
https://www.davisputter.org/apply


 
 

apply@esperanzafund.org  
https://www.esperanzafund.org/scholarship-program 
Award: Up to $20,000; please visit website for details. 
Deadline: April 1, 2024 
Requirements: 

o Applicant must be either a graduating senior at a high school in the District of Columbia, Maryland, or 
Virginia or have earned a GED within the last four years and reside in District of Columbia, Maryland or 
Virginia. 

o Applicant must be born outside the U.S. or have two parents born outside the U.S. 
o Applicant must plan to enroll full-time in accredited, public two-year community college or four-year 

college/university in the U.S., for the 2024-2025 academic year. 
o Applicant must have a family income of less than $100,000 in 2023. 

 
The Fountainhead Essay Contest 

essays@aynrand.org 
https://aynrand.org/students/essay-contests/#tab-3-the-fountainhead 
Award: $250 - $5,000 
Deadline: April 25, 2024. 
Requirements: 

o Must be an 11th- or 12th-grade student anywhere in the world.  
o Undocumented students are encouraged to apply.  

 
Google Lime Scholarship Program 

recruiting@limeconnect.com  
https://www.google.com/edu/scholarships/the-google-lime-scholarship/ 
Award: $10,000 
Deadline: Typically closes in April; please visit website for details. 
Requirements: 

o Have, or consider themselves to have, a visible or invisible disability (see Lime Connect’s approach to 
disability here). 

o Must be currently enrolled as a full-time student in a Bachelors program at an accredited university or 
college for the 2022-2023 academic year. 

o Must intend to be enrolled in or accepted as a full-time student in a Bachelors program at an accredited 
university in the U.S. or Canada for the 2023-2024 academic year. 

o Must demonstrate a strong academic record. 
o Must be pursuing a degree in computer science, computer engineering or a degree in a closely related 

technical field. 
o Must exemplify leadership and demonstrate passion for computer science and technology. 

 
Great Minds in STEM Scholarship 

scholars@greatmindsinstem.org  
https://greatmindsinstem.org/gmis-scholarship-application/gmis-scholarships/  
Award: $500 – $5,000 
Deadline: Typically closes in April; please visit website for details. 
Requirements:  

o Must demonstrate merit through academic achievements, leadership and campus/community 
activities. 

o Must be a science, technology, engineering or math degree.  
o Must have an overall GPA of 3.0 or higher on a 4.0 scale.  
o Must be of Hispanic descent and/or must demonstrate significant leadership or service within the 

underserved community. 
o May be enrolled full-time or part-time at the time of application and the time of the scholarship award.  
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o Must be enrolled in a STEM or health-related undergraduate or graduate program for the preceding fall 
semester, at an accredited two-year or four-year college/university in the U.S. or its territories. 

 
Hispanic Scholarship Consortium: Scholars Program 

info@hispanicscholar.org  
https://www.hispanicscholar.org/apply 
Award: Varies by scholarship; please visit website for details. 
Deadline: Typically closes in April; please visit website for details. 
Requirements: 

o Be of Hispanic/Latino heritage. 

o Plan to enroll on a full-time basis in a certificate or associate, bachelor, master or doctoral degree 

program. 

o Cumulative GPA of 2.5 or higher on a 4.0 scale. 

o Reside in Texas. 

o U.S. citizenship not required. 

 
Phi Delta Kappa Education Foundation Scholarship Program 

scholarships@pdkintl.org 
https://pdkintl.org/scholarship-ov/ 
Award: $500 - $4,000 
Deadline: April 2, 2024 
Requirements:  

o A paid member in good standing of one of the following associations: Educators Rising, Phi Delta Kappa, 

and/or Pi Lambda Theta. 

o Pursuing a career in education.  

o Enrolled full- or part-time for the fall semester of the application year. If you will not be enrolled and 

paying tuition and fees in the fall, then you are not eligible. 

 

 
MAY 
 

Byron Hanke Fellowship 

foundation@caionline.org  
http://www.cairf.org/scholarships/hanke.aspx 
Award: $3,000 - $5,000 
Deadline: May 1, 2024 
Requirements: 

o Applicants must be enrolled, at time of application and through the research period, in a graduate level 
program, (masters, doctoral, legal) at an accredited higher education institution in the U.S. or Canada. 

o Students from any relevant discipline may apply for the Hanke Fellowship, provided their research 
project relates to community associations and/or common interest communities. 
 

Cal Alumni Association – The Achievement Award Program 

scholarships@alumni.berkeley.edu 
https://alumni.berkeley.edu/get-involved/scholarships/the-achievement-award-program/ 
 
Award: $6,000 per year and a laptop stipend of $1,000. 
Deadline: Typically closes in May; please visit website for details.  
Requirements: 

o Must be eligible for Cal Grant A. 
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o Must have completed high-school, GED requirements or community college transfer requirements in 
California, please note this is regardless of immigration status. 

o If an incoming freshman or junior transfer must submit a Statement of Intent to Register (SIR) to UC 
Berkeley.  

 

Cal Alumni Association – The Leadership Award 
scholarships@alumni.berkeley.edu 
https://alumni.berkeley.edu/get-involved/scholarships/the-leadership-award/ 
Award: $2,000 
Deadline: Typically closes in early May; application opens in March.  
Requirements: 

o Must demonstrate innovative, motivational leadership impacting academic, work or community 
environments for previous academic year. 

o Be admitted and enrolled at UC Berkeley. 
o Must be an incoming freshman or, incoming junior transfer, or current Cal student. 
o Virtual interview or in-person interview. 
o Submit a Statement of Intent to Register (SIR) to UC Berkeley. 

 
Davis Scholarship 

awards@studentawardsearch.com   
www.studentawardsearch.com/scholarships.htm 
Award: $1,000 
Deadline: May 21, 2024 
Requirements: 

o Available to all high school juniors and seniors as well as all students currently registered in any post- 
secondary institution. 

o There is no age restriction. 
o Be sure to include your name and the school you are attending this year and next. 
o To apply for this scholarship, you will need to write an essay of less than 1000 words on the topic 

below: “Describe the three characteristics of leadership you value most. Discuss why you believe that these 

traits are so important and how you feel that they are developed in an individual.” 
 
Support Creativity Scholarships 

http://www.wesupportcreativity.org/scholarship 
Award: $1,000; please visit website for details. 
Deadline: Typically closes in May; please visit website for details.  
Requirements:  

o Attend a college or graduate school in the New York area (NY, NJ, CT, or PA) in the fall of 2024. 
o Must be a passionate creative student.  
o Major in graphic design, illustration, motion graphics, videography, or web design.  
o Submit application online. 

 
 

 

JUNE 
 

Bay Area Minority Law Student Scholarship Program 
diversity@sfbar.org 
https://www.sfbar.org/jdc/diversity/scholarship-program/ 
Award: $10,000 
Deadline: Typically closes in June; please visit website for details. 
Requirements: 

o Must be from a minority group underrepresented at the following universities: 
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• University of California -Berkeley School of Law 

• Golden Gate University School of Law  

• Stanford School of Law 

• University of California -Hastings College of the Law 

• Santa Clara University School of Law 

• University of San Francisco School of Law 
 
 

JULY 
 

Pedro Zamora Young Leaders Scholarship 

ssagaser@aidsmemorial.org  
https://www.aidsmemorial.org/pedro-zamora-scholarship 
Award: Varies by scholarship; please visit website for details.  
Deadline: Typically closes in July; please visit website for details.  
Requirements:  Open to all current high school seniors and college freshman, sophomores, and juniors (ages 27 
and younger) who demonstrate an active commitment to community justice work and take on public service and 
leadership roles. 

 
 

AUGUST 
 

Puerto Rican Bar Association (PRBA) Scholarship Award 
President-elect@prbany.com  
http://prbascholarshipfund.org/how-to-apply/ 
Award: $10,000 
Deadline: Typically closes in August; please visit website for details. 
Requirements: 

o Puerto Rican and Latino students permanently residing in New York State, attending law school in New 
York State, or with a commitment to work in New York State upon completion of their law school 
education. 

o Must be in a Juris Doctor degree program at an American Bar Association approved law school. 
 
Tylenol Future Care Scholarships 

Tylenol@applyISTS.com  
http://www.tylenol.com/news/scholarship 
Award: Up to $10,000 
Deadline: Typically closes in August; please visit website for details. 
Requirements: 

o Must be a resident of the U.S., Puerto Rico, or the District of Columbia. 
o Be a graduate student or college senior who will be enrolling in graduate school during the 2024-2025 

academic year. 
o Must be able to provide proof of enrollment in a graduate program in medical school, nursing, and/or 

pharmacy. 
o Must have one or more years of school remaining.  

 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 

The Gates Scholarship 
https://www.thegatesscholarship.org/scholarship  
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Award: Please visit website for more details. 
Deadline: Typically closes in September; please visit website for details. 
Requirements: 

o Must be a high school senior. 
o Must be from at least one of the following ethnicities: African-American, American 

Indian/Alaska Native (proof of tribal enrollment required), Asian & Pacific Islander American, and/or 
Hispanic American.  

o Must be Pell-eligible. 
o Must be a U.S. citizen, national, or permanent resident. 
o Must be in good academic standing with a minimum cumulative weighted GPA of 3.3 on a 4.0 scale (or 

equivalent). 
o Must plan to enroll full-time, in a four-year degree program, at a U.S. accredited, not-for-profit, private, 

or public college or university. 
 

QuestBridge National College Match Program 
Questions@questbridge.org 
https://www.questbridge.org/high-school-students/national-college-match/how-to-apply    

 Award: Multiple scholarships and programs available; awards vary. If the student is applying for K-12 college 
preparatory services and/or summer programs, no social security number is required as part of the application. 
Deadline: Typically closes in September; please visit website for details. 
Requirements:  

o Must graduate from high school during or before the summer and plan to enroll as a freshman in 
college in the upcoming fall semester. 

o Open to all U.S. citizens and permanent residents or students, regardless of citizenship, currently 
attending high school in the U.S. 

o Must demonstrate a strong academic record and meet annual family income limits.  

 
  
OCTOBER 

 
Diversity Scholarship Foundation (DSF) Scholarships 
dsfchicago.scholarships@gmail.com  
http://diversitychicago.org/dc/scholarships/  
Award: Multiple awards; please visit website for details. 
Deadline: Typically closes in October; please visit website for details. 
Requirements: 

o Must be pursuing a law degree in Illinois, Indiana or Wisconsin.  
o Must have completed two semesters of law school unless applying for the LSAT scholarship as an 

undergraduate student or recent graduate. 
o Individuals who receive scholarships must attend the Unity Award Gala. 
o Some criteria vary by scholarship; please visit website for details. 

 

Golden Doors Scholars 
info@goldendoorscholars.org  
http://www.goldendoorscholars.org/ 
Award: Please visit website for details. 
Deadline: Typically closes in October; please visit website for details.  
Requirements: 

o Applicants must have DACA, TPS or be undocumented, meaning currently not have lawful status in the 
U.S.  

o Applicants must live in the U.S. for at least four years before applying for the Golden Doors Scholarship. 
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o High school senior applicants must have an unweighted high school GPA of 3.2 and college transfer 
applicants must have a college GPA of 3.0 and a high school GPA of 3.2 or completed a GED. 

o Applicants must have high financial need. 
o Willingness to attend a Golden Door Scholar partner school, regardless of location. 

 
 

November
 

Atlas Shrugged Essay Contest 
Essays@aynrand.org 
https://aynrand.org/students/essay-contests/#tab-3-atlas-shrugged  

 Award: $10,000 
 Deadline: Typically closes in November; please visit website for details. 
 Requirements: 

o The Atlas Shrugged contest is open to all 12th grade, college, and graduate students worldwide. 
o Undocumented students are encouraged to apply. 

 

Dr. Juan Andrade Jr. Scholarship for Young Hispanic Leaders 

info@ushli.org 
https://www.ushli.org/dr-juan-andrade-scholarship-for-young-hispanic-leaders/ 
Award: $1,000 for four-year institution; $500 for two-year institution (renewable). 
Deadline: Typically closes in November; please visit website for details. 
Requirements: 

o Must be enrolled or accepted for enrollment as a full-time student in an accredited four-year or two-
year institution in the U.S. or U.S. territories. 

o Must demonstrate verifiable need for financial support.  
o Must have at least one parent of Hispanic ancestry. 
o Non-U.S. citizens are eligible to apply (DACA or undocumented).  
o Applicants must be full-time undergraduate students for the upcoming fall and spring semesters.  
o This includes high school seniors, college freshman, sophomores, and juniors up to age 25. 

 
Good Tidings Foundation Community Service Scholarship 

bridgette@goodtidings.org  
https://goodtidings.org/impact/education-and-scholarships/  
Award: $10,000 
Deadline: Typically closes in November; please visit website for details. 
Requirements: 

o Must be a graduating high school senior.  
o Must reside in one of the following California counties: Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, Monterey, Napa, 

Sacramento, San Benito, San Francisco, San Joaquin, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Solano, 
Sonoma, Stanislaus, or Yolo.  

o Winners must volunteer a minimum of one shift (two to four hours) for our Good Tidings Winter 
Wonderland Toy Giveaway Program.  

o Must plan on attending college, vocational, or continuing education. 
 
Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities (HACU) Scholarship Program  

scholarship@hacu.net  
http://www.hacu.net/hacu/Scholarships.asp 
Award: Varies by scholarship; please visit website for details.  
Deadline: Typically closes in November; please visit website for details.  
Requirements:  

o Demonstrate financial need if required by scholarship sponsor (typically determined by FAFSA). 
o Meet specific criteria for the scholarships to which they are applying. 
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o Students must currently be enrolled in a HACU-member college or university in the U.S. or Puerto Rico 
at the time applications are completed and scholarship awards are made. Students transferring schools, 
the school must also be a HACU member to be eligible to apply. 

o Must have completed first semester of college at a HACU-member institution. 
o Intend to enroll at a HACU-member institution in the Spring of 2024 or Fall 2024 (varies by 

scholarship). 
 

Ted & Holly Rollins Scholarship 
caroline@tedrollinsecoscholars.com  
https://www.tedrollinsecoscholars.com/ted-rollins-eco-scholarship-application-details/ 
Award: $5,000 
Deadline: Typically closes in November; please visit website for details. 
Requirements: Scholarships will be awarded to high school seniors based on the most compelling stories regarding 
their life, their intended field of study, career, and how they will make an impact on the world. 
 
TELACU Education Foundation College Success Program  

http://telacu.com/telacu-education-foundation/college-success-program/apply/ 
Award: $500 – $5,000 with possible renewal up to four years. 
Deadline: Typically closes in November; please visit website for details. 
Requirements: 

o Must be a first-generation college student. 
o Must demonstrate financial need. 
o Must have a minimum 2.5 GPA. 
o Must be enrolled full-time in a four-year institution.  
o Permanent resident of  

o The California counties of Los Angeles, Orange, or San Bernardino. 
o The Texas cities of San Antonio, Austin, Laredo, Edinburg, or Rio Grande.  
o The Greater Chicagoland Area in Illinois. 
o The state of New York. 

o STEM or Business major preferred. 
 

 

December 
 

Point Foundation: College Scholarships for LGBT Students  
applications@pointfoundation.org 
https://www.pointfoundation.org/point-apply/apply-now/ 
Award: Financial award based on need; please visit website for details.  
Deadline: Typically closes in December; please visit website for details. 
Requirements: 

o Must be enrolled or intending to enroll at an accredited college or university based in the U.S.  
o Must be “out” as a person who identifies as a member of the LGBTQ community. 
o Community college students must be transferring to a four-year college or university. 
o Must be at least a senior in high school.  
o Students enrolled or intending to enroll in a college or university in a U.S. territory, community college, 

online programs or trade schools are not eligible. 
 

Radio Television Digital News Association 

karenh@rtdna.org  
http://www.rtdna.org/content/scholarships  
Award: Multiple scholarships available; award amounts vary; please visit website.  
Deadline: December 21, 2023 
Requirements:   
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o Must be pursuing a career in radio, television, or digital journalism. 
o Must be officially enrolled as a full-time sophomore, junior, or senior in good standing when 

scholarship is awarded for the upcoming academic year. 
o Scholarship and fellowship winners are also asked to attend the RTDNA conference free of charge and 

with travel support. 
 
The Elie Wiesel Prize in Ethics Essay Contest  

https://eliewieselfoundation.org/prize-in-ethics/ 
Award: $500 – $10,000; please visit website for details on yearly essay question and instructions. 
Deadline: December 29, 2023 
Requirements: 

o Must be a registered full-time juniors or seniors at an accredited four-year college or university in the 
U.S. during the fall semester. 

o Or they fulfill the guideline requirements and are studying abroad during the fall  semester, as long as 
they are registered as full-time juniors or seniors at their home schools in the U.S. 

o Or they are international or non-citizen students who fill the guideline requirements and are attending 
schools in the U.S. 

 
UCLA Law Achievement Fellowship 

admissions@law.ucla.edu 
https://law.ucla.edu/admissions/jd-admissions/full-tuition-programs#achievement  
Award: Full-tuition scholarship. 
Deadline: Typically closes in December; please visit website for details. 
Requirements: 

o Must pursue a J.D. degree. 
o Applicants must take the LSAT or the GRE no later than November 30. 
o Academically talented, high-achieving applicants who have also overcome significant obstacles in life, 

such as socio-economic disadvantage, disability, being the first in their family to attend college, 
attending under-resourced schools, or other major hardships or challenges. Hardships such as 
homelessness, working multiple jobs or long hours in high school or college, being undocumented, 
living in foster care, receiving government assistance, and subsisting at or near the federal poverty line 
are just a few examples of the types of disadvantages that have been considered in the past when 
awarding the Achievement Fellowship. 

 

 
Scholarships with Varying Deadlines/ Becas con plazos variables 

 
California Teachers Association (CTA) 

http://www.cta.org/scholarships 
Award: $3,000 – $5,000 
Deadline: Varies by scholarship; please visit website for details. 
Requirements: Must be a CTA member, student CTA member or dependent of a member. 

 

Hispanic Education Endowment Fund (Orange County)  
https://www.heef.org/scholarships/  
Award: $1,500 – $5,000 
Deadline: Varies by scholarship; please visit website for details. 
Requirements: 

o Must be of Hispanic heritage.  
o First-generation college student. 
o An Orange County (O.C.), California, high school graduate or an O.C. community college transfer student 

who plans to enroll full-time at a four-year college or university in the upcoming fall semester. 
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o Latinx resident who has lived in O.C. for the past three years. 
o Demonstrate financial need through a completed FAFSA application or California Dream Act 

Application. 
 

Public Relations Student Society of America 

Prssa@prsa.org  
http://prssa.prsa.org/scholarships-and-awards/ 
Award: Varies by scholarship; please visit website for details.  
Deadline: Varies by scholarship; please visit website for details. 
Requirements: Varies by scholarship; please visit website for details. 
 
UCLA Graduate Fellowships, Scholarships & Grants  

https://grad.ucla.edu/funding/financial-aid/funding-for-entering-students/fellowships-grants/ 
Award: Varies by scholarship; please visit website for details. 
Deadline: Varies by scholarship; please visit website for details. 
Requirements: Varies by scholarship; please visit website for details.  
 

Scholastic Art & Writing Awards  
http://www.artandwriting.org/scholarships/ 
Award: Multiple scholarships available in 29 categories of art and writing, award amounts vary; please visit 
website for details. 
Deadline: Varies by scholarship and region; please visit website for details. 
Requirements: Varies by scholarship; please visit website for details. 
 
Society of Women Engineers 
https://swe.org/scholarships/ 
Award: Multiple awards available. 
Deadline: Varies by scholarship; please visit website for details. 
Requirements: 

o Must identify as a woman. 
o Undergraduate/community college applicants must be planning to study an ABET-accredited program 

in engineering, technology, or computing in the upcoming academic year. 
o Masters and PhD candidates must be enrolled or accepted at a school with ABET-accredited programs 

in engineering, computing, or technology. 
o Must be planning to attend full time (exceptions are made for reentry and non-traditional applicants). 
o Must not be fully funded for tuition, fees, and books and equivalent.  
o Transcripts must be in English. 
o GPA requirements also apply to some students; please visit website for details. 

 
 

Additional Scholarships for College Students  
 
*The following scholarships require legal status or U.S. citizenship.  

 
 

Automotive Hall of Fame Scholarship 
http://www.automotivehalloffame.org/scholarships/   
Award: Varies by scholarship; please visit website for details. 
Deadline: Typically closes between February and June; please visit website for details.  
Requirements: 

o Must submit a form indicating a sincere interest in an automotive career. 
o Must have received an acceptance letter from an accredited college, university or trade school and will 

be a full-time student.  
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o Students attending a technical training school may also apply (trade school should equal a two-year 
associate program). 

o Must provide official transcript and two letters of recommendation. 
o Must be a U.S. citizen or in the U.S. on a student visa.  
o Must have a GPA of 3.0 or higher.  

 
College Assistance Migrant Program (CAMP) 

https://www.benefits.gov/benefit/922 
Award: Varies by scholarship; please visit website for details. 
Deadline: Please visit website for details. 
Requirements: 

○  Students must be both of the following: 

• Migratory or seasonal farmworkers (or children of such workers).  
• Enrolled in their first year of undergraduate studies at an institution of higher education. 

 

General Scholarship Program and The Promise of Nursing Scholarship Program 
http://www.forevernursing.org/   
Award: Varies by scholarship; please visit website for details.  
Deadline: Application typically opens in September and closes in January; please visit website for details. 
Requirements: Please visit website for details. 

 
Ronald McDonald House Charities (RMHC) HACER Scholarship 

https://www.mcdonalds.com/us/en-us/community/hacer.html   
Award: Up to $100,000 
Deadline: Typically opens in the fall; please visit website for details. 
Requirements: 

o Must be a high school senior and younger than 21 years old. 
o Must be eligible to attend a two- or four-year college, university, or technical school with a full course of 

study. 
o Must disclose other scholarship programs applied to. 
o Must enroll and attend an accredited institution in the academic year after their selection. 
o Must be a legal U.S. resident. 
o Must have at least one parent of Hispanic heritage. 
o Must have a minimum 2.8 GPA. 

 
The American Dental Association Foundation: Dental Student Scholarship Program 

https://www.adea.org/studentawards/  
Award: Varies by scholarship; please visit website for details. 
Deadline: Varies by scholarship; please visit website for details.  
Requirements: Varies by scholarship; please visit website for details. 
 

World Studios AIGA Scholarships 

http://www.aiga.org/worldstudio-scholarship/  
Award: $2,500 – $3,750 
Deadline: Typically closes in April; please visit website for details.  
Requirements:  

o Undergraduate students must be U.S. citizen or in possession of a permanent resident card or Form I-
551. 

o Graduate international students may be considered if they meet the other eligibility requirements, are 
enrolled in a Graduate School program within the U.S., and the impact of their work will have a 
significant impact on the U.S. 

o Must be pursuing an undergraduate or graduate degree in graphic design, illustration, or photography.  

https://www.benefits.gov/benefit/922
http://www.forevernursing.org/
https://www.mcdonalds.com/us/en-us/community/hacer.html
https://www.adea.org/studentawards/
http://www.aiga.org/worldstudio-scholarship/


 
 

o Applicants must be matriculated or planning to at accredited colleges and universities in the U.S. for fall 
and spring semesters and must maintain full-time status.  

o Must have at least a 3.0 GPA.  
o Must complete the FAFSA form to demonstrate financial need.  
o Creative talent and commitment to giving back to the community are primary factors in the review and 

selection process. 
 

 

Additional Resources/Recursos Adicionales 
 

The U.S. Department of Education Resource Guide: Supporting Undocumented Youth 
http://www2.ed.gov/about/overview/focus/supporting-undocumented-youth.pdf  
This resource released by the U.S. Department of Education in October 2015 is an extensive guide aimed at helping 
educators, school leaders, and community organizations better support undocumented youth, including DACA 
recipients.  
 
UnidosUS 

http://www.unidosus.org/ 
View the “Keeping the Dream Alive: Resource Guide for Undocumented Students” for tips on resume writing and 
fundraising for college. 
 
Immigrants Rising 

www.immigrantsrising.org 
This website provides a list of scholarships for qualified undocumented students in the San Francisco Bay Area.  
The organization provides free legal case-analysis services for undocumented youth. To inquire, contact Jesus 
Flores at legalintake@immigrantsrising.org.  
 
Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute Scholarship Database 
https://www.chcinextopp.net/ 
Visit this website for scholarship opportunities for Latino students with a history of performing public service-
oriented activities in the community. 
 
Scholarships.com 
www.scholarships.com  
Visit this website for tips on how to conduct a scholarship search; who to ask for help at your school; how to 
prepare your scholarship applications, including tips on writing the winning scholarship essay, and creating a 
resume. 
 
 
  

http://www2.ed.gov/about/overview/focus/supporting-undocumented-youth.pdf
http://www.unidosus.org/
https://unidosus.org/publications/1146-keeping-the-dream-alive-resource-guide-for-undocumented-students/
http://www.immigrantsrising.org/
https://immigrantsrising.org/wp-content/uploads/Immigrants-Rising_Immigration-Legal-Intake-Service-Infographic.pdf
mailto:legalintake@immigrantsrising.org
https://www.chcinextopp.net/
http://www.scholarships.com/


 
 

BEYOND THE GRADES AND THE SAT1: 
The other things you need to apply for college! 

 

1. “BRAG SHEET” 

• Start now — write down all activities and groups you’ve participated in while in high school, and be 
specific! 

• Include on your list all of your activities and accomplishments by grade level:  
o Internships and volunteer work 
o Jobs 
o Sports teams 
o School clubs (leadership, student government, etc.) 
o Clubs outside of school (church/community youth groups, Boys and Girls Club etc.) 
o Performing arts, visual arts, band/orchestra, debate skills 
o Other important extracurricular involvement 

• List separately all awards and recognitions you have received as an individual or as part of a 
group/team. 

• Document the time period during which you participated in each activity listed: 
o Include a start date and an end date or if it’s an ongoing activity. 

• Write a short statement describing your role within each activity on your “brag sheet.” 
 
2. PERSONAL STATEMENTS 

• Look for sample personal statements online to get an idea of how a personal statement should be 
written. 

• Draft a few personal statements as you enter your senior year. 
• Ask a few other people to read your drafts and provide feedback. 
• Modify your personal statements in order to use them for different applications. 

 
3. LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION (LOR) 

• Determine how many letters of recommendation you will need: 
o Which colleges/universities that you’re applying to will require an LOR? 
o Of those colleges/universities—how many LORs does each request? 

• Decide whom you will ask to write an LOR for you: 
o Ask yourself with whom you have a good professional relationship with?  Who has seen your 

best work? 
o Don’t limit your recommenders to teachers only—think of internship/volunteer supervisors, 

bosses, and coaches! 
• Inform your letter writers when the letter is due, and where and how the letter should be sent (should 

it be given to you, emailed to the university, etc.).  
 

Tip! Create a chart to help keep track of your letters of recommendation 

College/University How Many LOR? Who’s agreed? LOR Due Date 

Your First Choice 2 Mr. Riva and Ms. 
Loya 

Dec. 15 

A Great Choice 1 Mr. Riva Dec. 31 
A Good Choice 2 (3 preferred) Mr. Riva, Ms. Loya 

and Coach Vega 
Jan. 1 

 
4. TRANSCRIPT 

 
1 The SAT is a standardized test widely used for college admissions in the United States. Taking the SAT or its competitor, the ACT, is required for 

freshman entry to many, but not all, universities in the United States. On March 5, 2014, the College Board announced that a redesigned version 

of the SAT would be administered for the first time in 2016. The exam will revert to the 1600-point scale, the essay will be optional, and students 

will have three hours to take the exam plus 50 additional minutes to complete the essay. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Standardized_test
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/College_admissions_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Education_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ACT_(test)


 
 

 
• Ask your school counselor about any policy on sending “official transcripts” to colleges/universities: 

o Official transcripts are transcripts that are sealed and mailed by your high school’s staff to a 
college/university.  

o Unofficial transcripts are transcripts that students can print (if your school makes them 
available online), or transcripts that are printed by the school but are not sealed. 

• Request that your official transcript be sent to the colleges/universities to which you are applying. Note: Depending on your school’s policy, you might have to complete a request form. 
 

5. SCHOLARSHIPS 
• Search for scholarships under many different categories! Scholarships may be based on: 

o Race/ethnicity 
o Interests 
o Intended major 
o Talents 
o Sports  
o Gender  
o Parental Employment  
o Written expression (essay, etc.)

 
• Understand clearly your eligibility and qualifications. Decide which scholarships best meet your needs.  
• Stay organized! Keep track of all deadlines and stay on task! 
 

Scholarship and Resource Providers: If you would like your scholarship or resource to be considered in our 
Scholarship Resource Guide, Please contact Odaliz Cabrera at Ocabrera@maldef.org.  

 

Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund 

634 S. Spring St., 11th Floor, Los Angeles, CA 90014 

(213) 629-2512 

www.maldef.org 
 

Scholarships for students, including for students without the benefit of U.S. citizenship or lawful permanent 
resident status. 

 

Becas para estudiantes, incluyendo para estudiantes sin el beneficio de la ciudadanía de los E.E.U.U. 

mailto:Ocabrera@maldef.org
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